State Equal Employment Manager Newsletter

GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD

GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD

History of Black History Month

By Elissa Haney (African American History)

Americans have recognized black
history annually since 1926, first as
ONegro History Week
0Bl ack History Mont
might not know is that black history
had barely begun to be studied or
even documented when the tradition
originated. Although blacks have
been in America at least as far back
as colonial times, it was not until the
20th century that they gained a re-
spectable presence in history books.

Blacks Absent from History
Books:

We owe the celebration of Black
History Month, and more impor-
tantly, the study of black history to
Dr. Carter G. Woodson. Born to par-
ents who were former slaves, he spent
his childhood working in the Ken-
tucky coal mines and enrolled in high
school at age twenty. He graduated
within two years and later went on to
earn a Ph.D. from Harvard. The
scholar was disturbed to find in his
studies that history books largely
ignored the black American popula-
tion; and when blacks did figure into
the picture, it was generally in ways
that reflected the inferior social posi-

tion they were assigned at the time.
Established Jciurnal of Negro His-
8ry:and ater “as
th .6 What you

Woodson, always one to act on his
ambitions, decided to take on the chal-
lenge of writing black Americans into
the nationds
Association for the Study of Negro Life
and History (now called the Association
for the Study of
Afro-American
Life and His-
tory) in 1915,
and a year later
founded the
widely respected
Journal of Negro
History. In
1926, he
launched Negro
History Week as
an initiative

history

to bring na- Dr. Carter G. Woodson

tional atten-
tion to the contributions of black people
throughout American history.

Why is February Black History Month

(African -American History)

Woodson chose the second week of
February for Negro History Week be-
cause it marks the birthdays of two
men who greatly impacted the Ameri-
can black population, Fredrick Doug-
lass and Abraham Lincoln. However,
February has much more than Doug-
lass and Lincoln to show for its signifi-
cance in black American history. For
example:
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Feb. 23,1868: W.E.B. DuBois civil
rights leader/co -founder NAACP was
born.

Feb. 3,1870: 15th Amendment passed

granting blacks the right to vote.
Feb. 25,1870: The first black U.S.

senator, Hiram R. Revels (1822 -1901),

took his oath of office.
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Special points of interest: 6
1 Visit www.pbs.org for more on s
special event and programs on j>
Black History. —
1 NGB EO web site for more on G)
information on EO/EEO pro- C
grams and policy. j>
. . A
1 www.blackhistoryreview.com O
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he Prize Page!

Black History Month Quiz

Questions: Black H.istory Month
Winners

1. In the year 2001, who became the first African -American U.S. secretary of
state?

1. Your Name

2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
7.

2. To whom did Martin Luther King, Jr. address his Letter from Birmingham
City Jail?

3. In what Midwestern city did Dr. Daniel Hale Williams establish the first
African -American hospital?

4. Who was the first black secretary of housing and urban development, who
appointed him, and what year was he appointed?

5. Which state elected the first black Democrat in Congress and what was his
name?

6. What famous educator and social reformer wrote Up from Slavery?

7.Whatgreat19th-cent ury speaker declared that
|l i bertyao6?

8. Who founded the Father Divine Peace Mission?
9. Who first taught the principle that AIITimeI—‘:"ad":‘rBoargaut i

10. Who was New York Cityds first black e?

1. Your Name

.| ! Il-E.;

N o o s~ e N

Rules of the game.  Only email submissions will be accepted at
sonya.pitmon@us.army.mil . Put oBlack History Month
email subject line. One submission per person. The first seven people to sub-
mit the correct answers to all of the questions will win a prize as well as an
entry for the grand prize drawing. Winners will be notified via email. No
entries will be accepted after 1730, Friday, February 26th. Winners will be
listed in the March newsletter. A leader board will be established tracking
those members that submit the most questions answered correctly.
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Joe Louis Barrow

"The Brown Bomber," Heavyweight Champion of the World

During the 1930s and 1940s, the name of Joe Louis probably
was as well known as that of the president, Franklin Roose-
velt, because between 1937 and 1949, Joe Louis was boxing's
"Heavyweight Champion of the World." He held that title
longer and defended it more often than any other boxer in
history, becoming the first great African  -American idol for a
whole generation of Americans.

Joe Louis' proper name was Joe Louis Barrow, but when he
fought his first amateur fight, he signed up as "Joe Louis."
His career skyrocketed and he became universally known.
Born in Lexington, Alabama, Joe moved with his six older
brothers and sisters and their widowed mother, Lilly Barrow,
to Detroit when he was a young boy. He was working in De-
troit as an automobile assemblyman when he won the U.S.
Amateur Athletic Union crown in 1934 and turned profes-
sional that year.

Joe Louis suffered only one defeat in his first 69 fights, and
that was at the hands of Germany's great Max Schmeling,
the reigning world heavyweight champion, on June 19, 1936.
Schmeling knocked out Louis in the 12th round of that title
fight. Louis became world champion one year later, on June
22, 1937, when he knocked out James J. Braddock in the
eighth round of their bout. While defending his title 25 times,
more than any other champion in boxing history, Joe scored
knockouts in 20 of those fights.

On June 22, 1938, in what was touted as "the fight of the
century," a rematch between Joe Louis and Max Schmeling
drew a crowd of 70,000 to Yankee Stadium in New York. This
time it was Louis who entered as champion and Schmeling as
challenger. President Roosevelt met with "the Champ" before
the fight to wish him well; everyone knew that more was at
stake on that night than just the title. In that right Joe Louis
represented America's
best, and he was
squaring off with
Schmeling,, the pride
of Nazi Germany, at a
time when the Nazis

A were professing to be a
| superior race. While
none of the American
spectators were disap-
pointed in the out-
come, they may have
been disappointed that
the fight did not last
longer. Louis pummeled Schmeling, knocking him to the can-
vas in just over two minutes into the first round. Schmeling
was hit so hard and so often in that short time that he spent

a full week in a New York hospital.

Joe Louis Barrow and Max Schmeling

When the United States finally went to war against Ger-
many in 1941, Louis enlisted in the Army, serving in the
same segregated unit as Jackie Robinson, the first African
American later to play major league baseball. During the
war, Louis fought 96 exhibition matches before more than
two million troops. He also donated more than $100,000 to
Navy and Army relief effort. When he left the Army, he had
reached the rank of sergeant.

Joe Louis retired from boxing on March 1, 1949, with a re-
cord of 68 wins and one loss. During his fabled career, he had
earned about $5 million, most of which he either gave away
or spent. In the late 1940s, the Internal Revenue Service
assessed Louis more than $1,000,000 in back taxes and pen-
alties. This arose as a result of a divorce settlement in which
Louis agreed to pay his ex -wife a portion of the purse from
his biggest fight, $650,000. It was ,

based on a percentage of his win-
nings, as a manager's fee would be
computed, but the IRS considered
it to be alimony, ruling that Louis
owed taxes and considerable pen-
alties on money. Louis knew only
one way to earn that kind of
money, so he returned to the ring.

Coming out of retirement on Sep-
tember 27, 1950, he challenged
the new champion, Ezzard
Charles, but was beaten decisively
in 15 rounds. He attempted another major bout on October
26, 1951, against future champion rocky Marciano; this time
Louis was knocked out in the eighth round. He never fought
again, ending his extraordinary 17 -year career with a record
of 68 wins and three losses, winning 54 of his fights by
knockouts.

Joe Louis Barrow

Louis is remembered for the famous "Bum -of-the-Month"
tour, during which Joe defended his title with a fight each
month for a full year. He spent his final years confined to a
wheelchair as a result of open heart surgery. He also worked
as a greeter at a Las Vegas hotel.

When Joe Louis died on April 12, 1981, he had not been
champion for more than 32 years. But still people throughout
the world paid him homage. To them he would always be
"The Champ." President Ronald Reagan waived the technical
requirements for burial at Arlington to allow Joe Louis to be
interred there. During a service with full military honors, the
hundreds of people who came to the funeral heard three vol-
leys fired into the quiet, spring air as a salute to the former
boxing great, signaling his last round. Since his death, thou-
sands of visitors have come to view the tombstone that bears
a bas-relief of the famous fighter and the inscription "The
Brown Bomber."
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Mullen Proves His Mettle

By Jamie Mcintyre VWednesday, February 3rd, 2010 12:10 pm
Posted in On My Socapbox

Do Tell, Dont Discriminate

That was ane small step for Mullen, one giant leap for the
LS. military.

| don't know if Joint Chiefs Chairman Adm. Mike Mullen
was thinking of posterity when he chose his words in
suppart of allowing gays to serve openly and honestly in
the LS. military, but his testimaony before the Senate
Armed Senvices Committee marks a historic turning point
inthe debate over ending “Don't Ask, Don't Tell.®
Emphasizing that he was speaking for himself, and
fimself oy, Mullen said, “It is my personal belief that allowing gays and lesbians to serve openly would be the
right thing to dao. Mo matter how | look at this issue, | cannot escape being troubled by the fact that we have in place
a policy which forces young men and women to lie about who they are in order to defend their fellow citizens.*

In uttering out loud what many in the military have come to believe in the 17 years since the “Con't Ask, Don't Tell®
compromise was forced on President Clinton by Congress, Admiral Mullen has fired a shot across the bow of
members of congress, and fellow military officers who want discrimination against homosexuals to remain the
law of the land.

Atthe end ofthe day, that |3 what the debate is all about, ending discrimination. You either believe gays should be
discriminated against, or vou don't. | happen to believe they should not be.

The original idea of allowing gays to serve openly was that they would be judged — like all members of the military
— on their conduct, nat their sexual orientation.

Mullen has finally taken a stand, after avoiding any clear-cut position in the past, but he is still equivocating in an
effort to appease supporters of DADT in congress and in the ranks of the military. *There will be some disruption
in the force,” he warns, sounding a little like Obi-Wan Kenobe, and noting that the current ban on gays came about
because the American people and Congress “spoke”™ an the subject.

“There are those on both sides ofthis debate who speak as ifthere is no debate,” Mullen said indicating he'd be
okay with whatever Congress decides. “We will continue to obey that law, and we will obey whatever legis|ative
and executive decisions come out of this debateCTont i nued on page 66é. .
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http://www.lineofdeparture.com/2010/02/03/mullen  -proves-his-mettle/?wh=wh_lead
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